206      THE  BEAUTIFUL  LADY  CRAVEN
Being solicited by the aide-de-camp in an engagement to move some paces to the left, to avoid the direction of a battery which was the cause of much dreadful slaughter all around him, he replied, " I find no such precautions in the history of the great Conde." When the Duke of Brunswick visited this Prince at Chantilly, not finding the pieces of cannon which he had taken from him at the victory of Johaminberg, and which Louis XV had given to him as a reward of his valour, (Conde having, with great delicacy, kept them out of sight) the duke observed to him, " You have vanquished me twice: in war by your arms; and in peace by your modesty." He was in the highest degree brave, polite, generous, affable, and virtuous.
The stigma which has been attached to the conduct of Napoleon, with regard to the murder of the Duke d'Enghien, is entirely without foundation. The unfortunate duke was certainly condemned to die by the Emperor, but he wished to save his life, and have the credit of the pardon. He wrote the mandate to that effect, but the letter was intercepted by Tallien,x and the unhappy duke fell a sacrifice. When the Emperor heard the intelligence, he was overwhelmed with grief ; and so great was his]?despair, that he attempted to destroy himself : Josephine was obliged to have every instrument which could be used for such a purpose concealed from him, and his sword and pistols were removed from his sight. Her care and attentions to him were unremitting ; she never left him, and consoled him by every means in her power. She had him brought to St. Cloud ; where he remained for fifteen days a prey to his feelings and
1 Jean Lambert Tallien (1769-1820). the fortress of Vinecimes, March 20, 1804.ht, and succeeds inre,y on the death of Augustus, fifth Earl, on August 8, 1810.
